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Bipgraphy of the Author

The author of this work, Secrer of the Hajf, is the grand Ayatullih al-
Hajj ash-Shatkh Husain Mazaherl. Bom into a religious family in
1934 in the city of Isfahin, Iran, Ayatullih Mazaheri was a mere 15
years old when he began his Islamic studies in the [lawza
‘Nmiyyah of Isfahiin. He completed his ‘Arabic studies under the
guidance of the late Hijj Agha Ahmad Mugaddas. His higher studies
were conducted under the guidance of Avatullah Khadinu, and
Ayatulldh Fayyad.

Four wears later, he moved 1o Qum to continue his smdies under the
supervision of the late scholar Avarullah Hayp Shaikh ‘Abd al-Jawad Jabal
al-‘Amuli, the late Marja® Ayvatllah al-‘Uzma al-Sayyid Shahab al-Din
Mar*ashi Najafi, and the late Ayatullah Shaikh Murtada Haeri,

For more than eight years, he sludied Dars-e-Khan) under Ayatullih al-
"Uzma al-Hajy al-Savyid Husain Burujerdi, and then ten vears under
Ayatullah al-*Uyma al-Haj al-Savyid Rohullah Musawi Khumayni, and
twelve years under Ayatullah al-'‘Uzma al-Hajj al-Sayvid Mubammad
Muhagqig Damad. He also smudied the book Al-Asfir written by Mullah
Sadra and ask-Skifd of Abl ‘Al Sing under the late *Allamah al-Sayvid
Muhammad Husain Tahd'taba'i - authar of Al-Mizdr FI Tafsir al-Owr 'dn.

Since 1980, he has been teaching the higher classes of Figh and "Usal, and
be recently moved back to Isfahin to take over the responsibility of
maintaining the Hawza *lmiyyah there,

This preat teacher of Islamic Ethics haz lectured extensively in [ran on
ethics and spirituality, In addition o speaking and offering advice lo the
Muslims, many of his speeches have been compiled into books such as,
Jihad B Nofe {Strupele with the Soul - fouwr volumes), Upbringing of
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Children, Commeniary of i al-Kumay, Control of Une ‘v Sexual Urges,

i ‘Gd (Resirrection) in the Qur'an, and countless others.



Introduction

the Hajj, as expounded by the great scholar and teacher of
Akhlag (Islamic Etiquette} and ‘Irfan (Mysticism) Ayatullzh
al-Hajj ash-Shalkh Husain Mazaheri, presently living in Isfahan, Iran.

W hat follows in this short book is a glance at the secrets of

Hajj is one of the obligatory acts in lslam, which must be performed by
each and every Muslim who iz able to a1 least once in his or her lifetime if
certain conditions are fulfilled. The books of ahadith are replets with
wisdom from the Prophel of Isldm and his twelve Successors (peace be
upon all of them) concerning Hajj and the philosophical and mystical
aspects behind the wvarious acts performed. In the writing attributed to the
sixth Imam, Ja'far ibn Muhammad al-8idiq (peace be upon him) contained
in Lantern of the Path', this noble personality explains Tajj in the
following words;

"I vou intend fo go on pilpgrimage, before resolving on it devate
your heart to Allah 4 stripping it of every presccupation and
every harrier between you and ANGH . Entrust all your affaivs to
your Creator and rely on Him in all your actions and moments of
stillness.  Swrender to His decree, decision and fudeement.
Abandon this world, repose, and all creation. Perform those
duties which vau are bannd to filfil for other people,

Do mot rely on your prendsions, the animal you will ride, vour
companions, vour food, your vouth nor vour wealth, for fear thar
they will become your enemies and be harmful to you, in this way
you will realize that there is no power, no strength, no might

i : \ x i
This book has been translated into English by Fadlullah Haeri, and was
onginally published by Zihra Publications. The original tule of the hook
in *Arabic is Misbal al-Shartyal wa Mitah al-Hagigah. :
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except by the guardianship of Allah % and Iis granting of
SHCCERST,

Prepare for the pilgrimage as someone who does not hope to
return. Keep pood company, and be diligent in observing all
vaur obligations to Alldh 35 and the Holy Prophet, Take care to
show courtesy, endurance, patience, thankfulness, compassion,
and generosity - always pulting others before youwrsell - even those
who reject vou. Then perform an ablution with the water of
sincere repentance for wrong actions; and put on the robe of
truthfulness, purizy, nomility and fear. By donning the garments of
pilgvimege, withhold yourself from evervthing which hinders you
from remembering Alldh %, or that may impede vou from showing
obedience to Him,

Fulfill His call with an answer whose meaning is clear, pure
and sincere when you call on Him, holding on firmly to your
belief in Him, Circumambulate with your heart along with the
angels who  circumambulate  the Throme, just as You
clreumambulate with the Muslims who go around the Ka'bah.
Hasten as you run in flight from your pussion, freeing yourself of
all your personal assumptions of strength and power, Leave your
heedlessness and errors behind when vou go out to Mina, do not
desire what is unlawful for vou and what vou do not deserve.

Confess your errors at Arafat - set out Your contract with Allah 3
by His Oneness, draw near to Him and Jear Him at Muzdalifah,
Climb with vour soul to the highest assembly when you climb the
mountain  of Arafdr.  Slit the threat of passion and
greed in the sacrifice. Stone your uppetites, baseness, vileness,
and blameworthy actions when you stone the Pillar of 'Agabah.
Sthave off your outward and inward faults when you shave your
hair. Enter into the security of Allah %, Hiy protection, His veil,



SECRETS OF THE Hadl

His shelter and His watchfulness and abandon the pursuit of
your desires by entering the Sucred Precinel. Visit the House,
and walk around it to glorify the Master, His wisdom, His majesty
amd His power,

Embrace  the  Stome,  being  contemt  with  His
decree and humble befove His might. Leave everything that is
other-than-Him in the valedictory circumambulating. Purify
vour soul and your innermost being for the meefing with
Allah 32, on the dav when you will meet Him when standing on al-
Safa’. Take on valour and courtesy from Allah % by annihilating
your aliributes at al-Marwah. Be consistent in the conditions af
your pilgrimage and fulfil the contract you have made with your
Lord, by which you will have obliged yourself to Him on the Day
of Judgement,

Fnow that Allah % made the pilgrimage obligatory, and singled it
out from all the acts of worship in respect of Himself when He

sarid:
T TR ™ - asp 3 e i
s 1-|| & e = III 2 L
Yo il ¢ Ul o ot o AN S 4l

“Pilgrimage to the House s incumbent  upon  men
for the sake of Alldh, and [upon] everyone wha s
able fo undertake the journev toit... " (3:97)

The Holy Prophet £k established the organization of the rituals of
pilgrimage, as preparation for and an indication of death, the
grave, the resurrection and the Day of Judgement. In this lesson
for mankind he discriminates between those who will enter the
Garden and those who will enter the Fire through his

B



demonstrating the pilgrimage rvites from beginning to end. to those
with intelligence and prudence.

It is hoped that this short booklet which elucidates on some of the subtle
points of the Hajj will be of benefit to the brothers and sisters who are
making this once in a lifetime journey to the holy eities of Makkah and
Madinah. We pray that this small work is accepted by Allah 3% our
Prophet Mubammad 32, his close friend, brother, and immediate successor
Amir al-Mo'minin ‘All ibn Ahi Talib, and the 11 Imams from his family
.

May this trip not only be a physical journey, but rather a journey of the
mmner soul towards self-purification and finally to the final abode — nearness

to Allah (SWT) in every way.

May Allah hasten the return of our Mawla and Master, Sahib al-*Asr wa al-
Zamin (may our souls be sacrificed for the dirt under his feet).

Saleem Bhamji
Translatar

12
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The entire jouney of Hajj is a spirituality excursion that covers three
slages:

The First Stage: Cutting off aflinity from all things with the exceplion
of Allah 32 in order to reach to Allah 3 (5= 4} G 0 ),

The Secend Stage: Continving towards Alldh 3 and strengthening the

alliance (with Him), until ene reaches 1o Allah 38 and (the true) essence

of worship (34 (3 GA) o ).

The Third Stage: Once a person has reached to the level of perfection
and has arrived at the stage of (true) worship, he then retums ({o the
people) to guide the creations of Allah # towards Him: (33} 0 pee

s A,

13






The First Stage of the Hayj

In the first stage, above all other things, that which is the most
important 15 repentance (fawhah) and to be vigilant. The meaning of
repentance 15 o shun all devils and all forms of despotism, and turn
back towards Allih 4= It means to disregard one's wishes, low desires
and the lower soul (al-Nafe al-dmmarah) and proceed towards
spinituality and the (higher) qualities (of a human being).

Completing all that was performed in the past such that there is no
responsibility or obligation between Allah % and His creations on the
person’s shoulders, the person leaves his city in such a state that not a
single person is upset with him - except of course the Devil (Shairdn).

The meaning of being wvigilant is that ane focuses his attention on the
grandeur and majesty of the House of Allah 35

e focuses on the fact that it is the Creator and Maintainer of the
Universe that has given him this opporiunity (o perform the Hajj). He
focuses on the fact that on this journey, he must not allow anyone or
anything lo aggravate him. He focuses on the fact that if he performs a
Hajj that is accepted, then without doubt, he has reached to that level
which mankind was created to reach to (the level of meeting Allah 32
and the level of tue worship). He focuses on the importance of
performing all those things, which are obligalory lo perform, such as
the Salar, ete...

15
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A woman performing the Hajj safeguards her modesty and her Islamic
attire (hijabh). She focuses on the importance of refraining from all sins,
and she knows and understands that Allah 3 does not accept the deeds
of those who commit sins. The acceplance of all actions is connected
to one’s piety (fagwd). Thus, Alldh 3 does not accept the Hajj from
those people who commit sins:

§ 2t _.m;.;:mb

“Verily Allah only accepts from those who guard (against evil). "

The person must keep in mind the importance of performing the
recommended (mustakab) acts, most importantly of which is serving
the creations of Allgh %€, which 15 one of the ways that the obligatory
(wdfib) acts are accepted.

The person must keep in mind that especially during this joumey,
wherever he may be and in whatever state he is, he is constantly in the
presence of Allah 3, the Noble Prophet 22, and the Pure A'immah g«
(such as we are told in the Qur'an):

’I_jn)nf_l‘.jf";""_.-_.":. H_:- .lf. ::
"Say: Work! Allah will see your work and (so will) His Messenger and
the believers..."?

The person must keep in mind that using any forbidden (hardm) wealth
or property on this trip - rather in any act of worship, will not lead to

2 Strah al-Maidah (5), Verse 27
? Strah al-Tawhah (9), Verse 105

16
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anything except the accumulation of sins, transgression and misfortunc
m this world and in the next 1ife.

After repentance and being vigilant, the person must also reach to a
stage of emptiness and anmihilation, such that if he can not reach to the
level where he is able to remove all the derestable characteristics such
as jealousy, miserliness, pride, greatness, worship of the world, etc...
then he should at least try to acquire the praiseworthy characteristics
such as mercy, genevosity, humility, asceticism, and freeing the soul
Jrom all that it is attached to within himself.

A person should try to at least control those detestable atmbutes that he
possesses and not allow them to take power over him,

Similarly, one must try to allow justice, equity and the fear of Allih 42
to rule over himself such that unknowingly and on its own, the soul
gains control in a way that all the obligatory (wajib) actions are
performed and  all sins are relfraned from..  This should he
accomplished at least to the extent that these (positive traits) take
control over one’s al-Nafy al-dmmdrah and over one’s own wishes and

desires, and do not drag the person towards sin,

Onge this has been accomplished, then one, through the pleasures of the
religion (Saldt, fasting, recitation of Qur'an, supplication, humility and
humblencss while in the presence of Allah %, pleasing the creations of
Alldh 3%, etc...) and through seeking help by way of Tawassul to the
Ahl al-Bait ¢ (it 15 betler to go to Madinah afier performing the Hajj, if
one is able to), especially seeking help from Imdm Wali al- ‘dsr (may
Allgh hasten his noble return and may my soul and the souls of all of
those of the universe be sacrificed for the dirt under his feet) and by the
continuous recitation of Zivdrat Jami 'ah al-Kahirah which is one of the
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best forms of Tawassul to the 12" Imam, one will reach to the level of
slory and praise — meaning that our soul will become illuminated by
the light (Nir) of Allah %

& et A des "
% l..-"'ul i |l l_.L..' a) T b
“And we placed for him, a light (Niir) by which ke walks amongst the
peaple.., ™

Ini this blessed journey, while in the security of the Truth, one should be
able to reach to a level of true servitude, where one can distinguish
between good and bad, friend and enemy, and what Allah % wants,
from what one’s own evil soul wants. ..

CE i et = i, m
g U5 S0 o 1, 0 P

“If you are caveful of (yvour duty to) Allah, then He will grant yvou a
distinction. "

What is more important than which has been mentioned is at this stage,
one must attain  sincerity (khulis), This means that in one’s heart and
thoughts during this journey, nothing should remain except Allah %,

and the performance of the Ilajj exactly as the way Prophet Ibrahim aw
performed il

. F

e el T w FONELEgomE Lo e g
02 UGy Ui (2 V1 g0 Thab ol (e y B354 B

§ gl

‘
Sirah al-An’am (6), Verse 122
B
Surah al-Anfal (7), Verse 29

18
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“Surely I have nerned myself, being wpright, wholly to Him Whe
originated the heavens and the earth, and I am not of the polytheisis. ™

The person should not perform Hajj simply for people to congratluldie
him; or, may Allah 4 protect us, 1o make other people work hard and
go through troubles, meaning his Hajj is not simply 1o use other people.
In fact, his Hajj should not even be for Allah % to bestow upon him,
both in this world and in the next, blessings and bountics. Rather, all of
bis attention and focus on this journey must be for Allah %, the goal of
reaching to Him and to the true worship, such that no one else or
anything will be in his sight except the pleasure of Allih 45

e E L4 i--.r'n-;. ] .= F "'_..,, > e "
§ LW o ol ) i ik ol 2V G B
“And no  ome has with him any blessing for which he showld be

rewarded, excepl the seeking of the pleaswre of his Lord, the Most
High. "7

In summary, at this stage, one’s intention must be sincere and there
must not be anything of the worldly pleasure. in fact not even the
pleasures of the next life should be in his sight, Justas the Qur'an
mentions, the best colowr is the colour of Allah 3s;

o b fp Py e b
“(Receive) the colowr of Allah, and who is better than Allah in
colouring? "
® Siirah al-An'am (6), Verse 79
7 Surah al-Lail (92), Verses 19-20
® Siirah al-Bagarah (2), Verses 138
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The worst of colours is the colour of conceit, and it is clear that if Allah
4 forhid, through one’s actions, speech, or if in one’s heart or soul this
trait is already there, then he has reached to the stage of disbelief (fufrl:

JF’, I—,BJ# lw--l Low W e s BB - |s-r"-.ln'“n.-':'
3051 oh Ll A (g b8 b Lpdl Cnllaall ;
£50 e
é‘; iJJn.#-L»..]lI i graad
“So woe lo the praying ones, those who are unmindful af their prayers,

Who do (good) to be seen, And withhold the necessities af life, "

=
Strah al-Ma'tun (107), Verses 4-7

20



The Second Stage of the Haj)

In this level, the first acfion consists of wearing the Jirdm at the Migat
{the station where the lhridm must be worn),

The Thram of the Hajj is similar to the Takbiranl Ihrdm for Salat, such
that when a person says the Takbiraml Ihrim 1o start the Salal, onc
must leave behind all other things and focus one’s entire attention on
Allih 3. From the beginning of the Salat until its completion, nothing
else must distract the person,

Such is the Ihram for Hajj - meaning that once it is worn, the person
must leave aside all things related to the world. In its place, one must
turn towards Allah 3¢ and (that which is) His pleasure. At the time of
donning the [hram, ane must fulfill the commandments of Allah 3£

One should remember the time of death and the wearing of the burial
shroud (kafam), being placed in the grave, and the fact that one day, in
this same attire, one will rise up o meet Allah 3£

At the time of saying the talbiyyah (sentences said after the wearing of
the Ihrim and making of the intention), one must pay atlention to the
fact that Allah 2 has invited him'her. By saying this phrase
(talbiyyah), one isin fact replying to Allah’s 35 call, and with an inner
excitement, and while wavering hetween the two states of fear and
hope, cries out, Labbaik (here I am)!

21
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In the narrations, we read that at the time of reciting the talbipvah, the
Ahl al-Bait ¢ faced such an inner turbulence, trembling body, and
change in colour of their skin, such that they did not have the power or

ability to read the talbiypah!

In fact in some instances, they would fall into a state of almost passing-
out and when asked why they were not reciting the tatbiyyah while in
this state, they would reply that we are afraid that the reply {from Allah
#) may come that:

i 9B

AL Y, &Y

“You are not accepted and you are nol welcome,™

Second Action: The Tawd/is the second act. The Tawaf resembles the
continuous act of the Angels circumambulating the Throne of Allah 3,

- = o -

TR T o RN . W : - i

§ i) S O B T e B O b
“And vou shall see the Angels going round abowt the Throne glorifving
the praise of their Lord, """

Just as the Tawaf of the Anpels around the blessed Throne of Allah 3£
15 a sign of their love for Him, the Tawaf of the servants of Allah 35
around the House of Allah as well is a sign of their love for Him.

By him performing the Tawaf, he is in fact proclaiming that his self, his
wealth, his wife and children and whatever else he has in this world are
all sacrificed for Allah %, and that he is ready to give everything he has
in the way of Allah and only for His pleasure,

L
Strah al-Zumur (39, Verse 75

22
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“And from the people is he who sells his soul secking the pleasure of
Allgh. !

By the repetiion of the Tawal and ariving (o the state of complete
submission and servitude, the veils (hetween the servant and Allah 42)
arc one by one, torn away,

The weils of self-conceit and selfishness, prnde and snger, lustand
greed, jealousy and miserliness are removed; and in their place are
embellished the covering of humbleness and indigence in the presence
of The Truth, humalivy and forbearance i the presence of The Creator,
and asceticism, gencrosity and contentment in the présence of the worid
{the level of emptiness and annihilation)).

Only in this state, will the light (V@) of Allih 3 enter into the hearts
{the level of glonfication) and the person will experience the path
towards peace and tranquility — one after the other.

All forms of evil and darkness (these are negative attribures such as the
darkness of the evil soul, the following or obeying of all despots from
amongst the human and jinn, the darkness of one's own wishes and
desires, the darkness of grief, anger and anxiety) will be covered with
the pure light (Nier) and a special recognition by Allah 8.

Willingly or unwillingly, one will reach to the level of closeness wilh
Allih % and of complete annihilation in Him— it is at this point that
one has reached to the Straight Path (Sirdr al-Mustagim).

" Siirah al-Baqarah (2), Verse 207
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“Indeed Our Messenger has come 1o you making clear (o you much o o
what you concealed of the Book and passing over much; indeed, there
has come ta you light and a clear Book from Alldh. With it Allah
guides him who follows His pleasure into the ways of safety, and brings
them out of utter darkness into the light by His will and guides them to
the right path "

Third Action: The third actis the Salat of Tawdf. The person who has
just performed the Tawaf - a performance that has raised one to the
level of complete servitude, must petform a prayer of thanks.

Since one has reached to the level of slavery, the ascension (me ‘raj) has
hecome obligatory on him, and the ascension of a believer i3 the Salat.

The Salit is comparable to a conversation between the servant and
Allsh #. The recitation of Sarah al-Fatiha and the other Siurah are in
actuality, a mode of speaking with Allah 3% through the words of the
Creator to the Creator, All that which is read in the Salat including the
various remembrances (adhkir) and glorification (tasbihay) is actually
the servant speaking 1o Allah £

Qince Tawassul and asking for help from the Ahl al-Bait & in every
one of our actions is necessary, thus, when the tashahhud and saldm arc
read, it is actually a discussion going on between the scrvant and the

T e ;
Sigrah al-Ma'idah (5), Verse 15-16
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Ahl al-Bait &, This too is aclually another form of Tawassud between
the servant and Allah 3.

Therefore, the Salat 15 the best thing for a servant and is the action
which brings about the most pleasure. In Islam, it has been mentioned
that after cognition {ma ‘rifak) of Allih 3%, the Salat is the hest act;

o 5 . by
YAl 3 A0 16 JIENY il

“The best of actions afier cognition (ma ‘rifah) (of ANah) is the Saldr.”

Fourth Action: The fourth act is Sa 7 between the mountains of al-Safa
and al-Marwah. The Sa‘l between these two mountains 15 a re-creafion
of the beautiful historical event which was performed by one of the best
creations of Allah 35 after the Ahl al-Bait ¢, who, The Maintainer of
the Universe has mentioned and acknowledged (that sincere action of
this servant) in the Qur'an:

ﬁ‘ o, o -8 ":. .-_’-9.- la
pN R IR e
“And Alah took Ibrahim as a friend. "

It was traly a beautiful event in which a man submitted his complete
entity to the Maintainer of the Universe and which He Himself
personally endorsed:

L SRR ey | e gl B
Gi@uw;muup.pmudml?
“dnd when his Lord said to kim, “Submit!’, he said, 'l have submitted
to the Lord of all the Worlds. "'

1% Sfirah al-Nisa (4), Verse 125

25
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It was a magnificent event in which & man - only for the pleasure of
Allsh # - constructed the House of Allah 3 a place where people
would inhahit. Hethen lefi his only son whorn Allah % granted to him
when he was in old age, along with the mother of this child with the
words of Allah #: ‘For you Allah # and with hope in You, | am
leaving my wife and my child and departing in a deserted area without

water, food or any guardian’:

R s - S"',lp s e £ % e
‘%;J;: $3 o8 e 20 ISl Gl Ly B
“0)" our Lovd! Swrely [ have settled a part of my offspring in a valley
unproductive of fruit. "

The Sa‘ibetween the two mountains of al-Safa and al-Marwah bring to
mind the beautiful event in which a woman all alone - without water,
food or protection - for the pleasure of Allah &, was left in the valley
and went on a desperate search to secure water for her only child. Ina
state of inner confusion, she ran from al-Safa to al-Marwah and then
from al-Marwah back to al-Safa.

In other words, from truthfulness and honesty to compassion, humanity
and courage; and from courage towards truthfulness she ran back and
forth. TFinally, through her sincerity, from a physical point of view -
she found the water of Zamzam; and from a spiritual point - she found
the spring of life. Through her patience and forbearance, struggle and
steadfastness, she was able to make the House of Allah # an inhabited
place and raise the esteem and respect of her offspring.

14

&tirah al-Bagarah (2}, Verse 131
i
" Surah Ibrihim (14), Verse 37
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Although it was a very biftér event from the beginning until the end, it
was also very sweet Bitterness mixed with sweemess and sweetness
mixed with bitterness — but what must one do?

Rejoicing is one of the levels or stages of love, and even though i1 15
painful, it is also pleasing. Although the heart of the lover fecls
pleasure in it, however, from the head to toe of the lowver, just like a
candle, one burns in the love,

Between the mountains of al-Saff and al-Marwah, we must take the
lessons of self-sacnfice and total dedication that Prophet Thrahim o
and his companions showed us - leaving away all things for Allah %
and sacrificing our lives and properties for the religion of Allah 4.

I R | L OV W O
& | & Ho 3. - '
“Indeed, there is for you a good example in Ibrahim and those wirh
him, "®

Therefore, the person who performs the Sa'i between al-Safa and al-
barwah and still has the spirt of egotism and vanity, or the spint of
self-admiration, has in actually not performed the Sa'i

Fifth Action: The fifth act is the tagsir. The fagsir is (the act of)
focusing the attention from the spiritual realm to the earthly world,
looking from the spiritual pleasures towards the physical pleasures
looking from the oneness to the multitude, which is the characteristic of
Islam.

" Sfirah al-Mumtahinah (60), Verse 4
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While mankind rust be in the constant thought and remembrance of
Allah # and the Last Day, at the same time, they mustalso ben
remembrance of this world and the needs of this world:
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“And seek by means of what Allah has given you the future abode, and
do not neglect your portion of this world. i

In the narrations of the Ahl al-Bait ¢, it is been mentioned that one
who sacrifices the next world for this world, or one who sacnifices this
world for the next world is mot a true Shi‘a (follower of the Ahl al-
Hait).

Thus, if someone says that the performance of the fagsir is to permit
things which were previously forbidden - meaning that the things
before Theiim which were forbidden for the muhrim (the person wearing
the Thrim), by weanng the Ihrdm, performing the Tawaf, Salat, Sa'i
between al-Safd and al-Marwsh and the tagsir, have now become
permitted for him; and the hight of Alldh 3 has now entered into his
heart which before putting on the Lhram was not permitted for him, but
after performing the actions (Tawaf, Salat, the Sa‘i between al-Safd and
al-Marwah and tagsir) have now become permitted for him; seeing
deep into the spiritual worlds; attaining to the higher levels of certainty
{yagin); the eyes of deep insight which were previously forbidden, by
way of the Tawaf, Salat, Sa'i between al-Safa and al-Marwah and the
tagsir have now become permitted, then one has not been extravagent
in one's speech,

"7 Stirah al-asas (28), Verse 77
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"Verily, had not the Shaitans hovered around the hearis of the

offspring of Adam, they would have been able to see towards the higher
realms of the heavens and the earth.”

Sixth Action: Going to (and staying for a fixed period) m ‘Arafas s the
next action of the Hajj.

Once a person has seen and been mindful of his one’s soul and desires,
then once again, with another allure and with another lhrdm, one tums
the attention towards AllEh % at a place where the entire spiritual reaim
has turned towards with complete affinity. Travelling for that lure just
as a stallion goes forward towards hay for nourishment; just as the True
Entity goes towards the simulated being; an atiraction that a lover has
with the one he loves. In more passionate lerms, it is the attraction
between a servant and Allah — and what an attraction it is!
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“Congratulations to the possessors of the Gurden of Na'im for thetr
prosperity.”

*Arafah means to gain a deep understanding (sea ‘Fifak). A cognition of
the beginning (of creation) and the end of all creation; a cognition of
Prophethood (Nubuwah) and Mastership (Wil@pah); cognition of the
vista of the horizons and of the souls; cognition of all of these things
and their relation with Allih %% (relation of an event (f{adith) with the
Fternal Being (Qadim)); cognition of the guardianship of the Truth, and
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the ahsolute destitution of the creation. In summary, attaining the
cognilion that:

& ".-n:-"r = i ¥y
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“There is no one in the building except for it's owner.”

‘Arafat is that place where a person is able to focus all of one’s
concentration on supplication, invocation and Tawassul - especially to
Wali al-‘Asr 3£ where one is in the presence of our 12" Imfim. Itis
that place where one is able to reach the highest pinnacles of certainty
(from ‘lim al-Yagin to ‘din al-Yagin and from ‘Ain al-Yagin to Hagq
al-Yagin).

A person who goes to “Arafat but is not successful in reaching the level
of ma rifah that has been mentioned even in a small amount, in reality,
has not gone to ‘Arafat.

A person who does not attain that closeness to Allah 3, Nubtwah and
Wilayah, which is what encompasses the entire land of *Arafit in
reality has done nothing more than put himself through difficulties and
troubles in the land of *Arafat.

Seventh Action: The seventh act is to proceed to Mash ‘ar. The land of
Mash'ar holds a special place in the sight of Allah, the Most High,
such that in the Qur'an it is been given the attribute of being a
sanctuary and a place that demands respect:

g s -

§ o i e 301y S0 e L p 2l 36

10



= SECRETS OF THE HA)

"Sa when you hasten on from Arafiit, then remember Allah rear the al-
Mash ar al-Hardm, "

In the event that one is present in Miash ‘ar at the time when one should
be there (between the time of Fajr and sunrise), which is the hest time
during a 24 hour period in the sight of Allah 3% and if that which Allah
% has requested in the Qur'an to be performed - which is the
remembrance of Allah 32 in this holy place and at this holy time - then
by this remembrance, one will attain intelligence, sagacity, reason and
insight.

Faith will be tansmitted from one’s heart into all parts of the body.
The land of Mash*ar speaks to us and says, “That which you altained
while in ‘Arafit must be transported to vour heart by the remembrance
of Allah; and from the heart, it must be transported to your eyes, ears,
tongue and all other parts of the body until your complete presence is
given another life.”

That which the soul had achieved in *Arafar must be seized and
controlled. It i here that the World of the Unseen (“Alam al-Ghaib)
becomes the World of the Witnessed (“dlam al-Shuhgd).

“Those who believe in the Unseen. "7

That which once was hidden, now becomes apparent; that which others
can not hear, will be heard; that which others can not do, ane will be

i .

" Stirah al-Bagarah (2), Verse 198
2 Siirah al-Bagarah (2). Verse 3
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able o perform; and that which others can not see, one will be able w
visualize. With the eves of the heart, one will be able to see the power
of Allah %=, the Nubuwat and the Wilayat in its true essence. In
addition to this, one will also be able to see the Day of Judgement:
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“My servant, obey Me, I shall make you like Me. When I say 'Be!l', it is
- you (too) shall say "Bel’, and it shall become. *

Eighth Action: The cighth act in the Haj isto proceed on towards
Mini, Mina is in the meaning of ‘returning’ — what a beautiful name!
It is said that an aura of light (n@r) surrounds this area —what a place!
A spiritual person’s entire existence 1s surrounded by the light of Allah

Mina is a place of hopes and aspirations, mercy and forgiveness,
nobility and grace. It is a place where ane’s pleas and supplications are
answered, and a place where the good of this world and that of the next
world are granted, and why should it not be such? What does the lover
want from his Beloved, once he has attained that proximity to Him?
Attention, benevolence, benignity, continuation...

After the servant of Allih 3i has passed through ‘Arafat and Mash®ar
and has reached to the stage of proximity (to Allah %), what more can
he want from his Master (Mawld)? Nobility, mercy, forgiveness,
pardon, benignity, the contimuation of success until he dies, and to be
permitted into the presence of Allah 32 in the next world. For the true
lover of Allah %, there can be nothing more sensual and pleasing than
this.

32
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Thus, it can be said that the most sensual feelng in the Lajj, is the
feeling of hope on the part of the servant of Allah % towards Allah 32
in the land of Mina. It may be because of this that out af all the acts of
devotion performed during the Hajj, the time spent in Mina is the most,
since there is a longing and desire on the part of the servant lowards
Allah %5 and this is the foremost form of worship { JBdd3aA) and the
highest position onc can reach.

Ninth Actian: The ninth actin the Hajj is to stone the Jamarah. The
servant who has reached to the stage of closeness to Allah 4= has
arrived to the station of Tear, and rightiully so, he must fear!

He has arrived at a place that he must always be fighting against; 1
place that he must always be aware of, and that is the place of
falsehood and despotism, the internal despot — the al-Nafs al-Amarah,
and the external despot — Shaitan from amongst the Jinn and Mankind.

It is on account of this that the last Sursh of the Qur'an has commanded
us to seek refuge with Allah 3 from these despots and from their evil
whisperings:
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“Say: I seek refuge in the Lord of men, The King of men, The God of

men, From the evil of the whisperings of the slinking (Shaitan), Who

whispers into the hearts of men, From among the jinn and the men. "

2 grirah an-Nas (114), Verse 1-6



SECRETS OF THE LAl .

From the Holy Qur'an, we clearly see that the internal despot (the al-
Nafk al-Amdral) is the most dangerous of all enemies:
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“Most surely fman's) self (Nafs al-Amirah) is habituated to command
thim 1o do) evil, except such as ny Lowd has mercy upon.”™!
Thus. once we have entered into Mina, the very first act that we must
perform is the Rami of the Jamarah al-"Ugbah (the final pillar) which
may be a manifestation of the largest diespot — the al-Nafs al-Amirah.

The stoning of the Jamarah al-‘Ughah represents the rejecting or
repudiating of the al-Nafs al-Amarah: it represents the act of abbing of
one’s low desires and wishes in the dirt.

If one is able to crush the al-Nafs al-Amdrah during the stoming of the
Jamarah al-'Ugbah, then one has taken the next slep in attaining
closeness (o Allah &, and since between the servant and Allah % there
is no more than the distance of one step, if one has been able to take
this step and make it past one’s own low desures and wishes, then that
which follows is the level of closeness to Allah 3.

During those two or three days after the “Eid that one 15 in Ming, one
must stone the three Jamardt, meaning that one must trample upon his
internal despot (al-Nafs al-Amarah), the external despot of the Shaitan
from the Jinn (Iblis and those like him), and the Shaitén from among
the Humans (the enemies of religion and of humanity).

a
! Siirah Yisuf (12), Verse 53
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The stoning of the three Jamaral s in essence, the trampling upon the
despots and waging war apainst all of them. When one focuses on
them and the hatred for them, then one automatically focuses with
complete attention upon one’s self - and rightfully so - while stoning
the Jamarat, one must focus entirely upon one's self,

During these two or three days, if one is not able 1o push away the
shaitin within oneself, then one has done nothing mare than put the

body through hardships, and in reality, one can not say that the Jamaral
in Mina were stoned,

Tenth Action: The tenth act is the Cherbani or the sacnfice.  The
slaughtering of an animal was and s6]] 15 a tradition among zll nations
of people, and an act that all religions acknowledpe and accept.

In the Qurian it has been mentioned that fabi and Cabil (the sons of
Adam) had offered a sacrifice, and since one of these sons wasa
Muttagi (a pious person), his sacrifice was aceepted (by Allah 4g).

e MR g JUES cesiiies B ek
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“When they both offered an offering, but it was accepted from one of

them and was not accepted from the other, "2

The secret of the Qurbani is that one forgets everything and sacrifices
(all) in the way of the Loved such that one sacrifices cne’s own life,
property and children. The sacrifice is a symbol of love and
cornmitment; it is a symbaol of the acceptance of the personality and the
respect one has for one’s Beloved:

#2 ciirah al-Ma'dah {5), Verse 27
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What iy it to sacrifice at the feet of the beloved, one’s soul,

It is something that everything, little or big, possesses!

‘The slaughtering of the animal, just like the Tawif, has a secretl behind
it. which is kept between the servant and the Master (Mawla). 1Lis one
in which the servant and all {hat one possesses is from Him:

n:fin:hi -:..'Illff b:J-.E j 'L;J :'C:;J'l

“The servant and that which is in his possession 15 (all) for his
Master.”

However, more important than this is that the performance of the
slanghtesing in Mina enlivens that great event between Prophet Ibrahim
and Isma'll ¢=.

The command came from the Beloved that you must slaughter your
young child in Mina. Prophet lbrahim «, took his young son Isma'il
# and explained tohim what his Beloved had commanded him to do.
The young boy entirely, and with full devotion, accepted:

e o
AN
“0" my father! Carry out that which you have been commanded to
dot &

. . .
Sirah as-Saflal (37), Verse 1oz
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Both of them, with a sense of complete enthusiasm and Jave, obeyved
the: command, and at the moment that the knife was on the throat about
to slaughter (the young Isma‘i] #2), a call was heard from the Beloved
that you have successfully completed your test:

ay By -
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“Fou have indeed shown the truth of the vision, "
iz g i
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“dAnd we ransomed him with a grear sucrifice, V#3

Without doubt, it was a great sacrifice in the way or Angh 2= in which a
person  had gone to the extreme of almost dying for Allah 32, but in the
cnd, successfully came out with high marks in the test that Allh & had
put him through,

What a sweet ending, but what a bitter way to learn! What a trial that
the Beloved has mentioned as something great!

o .l___ : 3 P - --I . F
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“Verily this was a manifest trial, ">

What was more important than this was the reward that the Beloved
blessed them with and that was of being counted as true servants:

-

** Siirah as-Saffat (37), Verse 105
*® Siirah as-Saffiit (37), Verse 107
* Sirah as-Saffat (37), Verse 106
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“Veridy he was of Quy believing servanis.

Thercfore, the sacrifice (of an animal) is really a lesson in love; itisa
lesson in devotion; a lessan for giving in the way of Allah % even so
much as one’s own life, property and children. 1tis a lesson in the
power of intention during tests and difficulties. It is a lesson in
complete submission and true worship to Allah #2.

Perhaps it is because of this that it can be said that the sacrifice of the
animal that is offered in Hajj is the best of acts or at least one of the
best acts,

Eleventh Action: The eleventh act is the Halg (shaving off the hair on
thie head) or the Tagyir (rimming the hair or nails),

Shaving the hair on the head or trimming the hair of the head or beard,
symhbaolizes the removing of all that remains (in the soul); removal of
the bad traits; purifying the heart of all traces of vanity or egotism: and
the removal of love for seeking a high status {(in society).

Whatever a person does to try and build one’s self and ethics, one must
kmow that the roots of the negative atinbules are centered deep down in
the heart of a person:
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"The last thing that will come out of the hearts of the truthful (people)
i1 the love of status. "

Wil vt o r
Sirah as-Saffar (37), Verse 111
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Thus, shaving the head or cutting a bit of the hair on the head or face
ks its foundations in removing the negative atmibules of a PErSOmn.

If a person performing the Haijj has not reached the level in which are
has expelled everything from the heart, then one should know that one
has scored a zero in this test from Allah 45 even though having pone
through difficultics and troubles!

An accepted Hajj is 2 Hajj in which after shaving the head or timming
the hair of the head or face, one also shaves one’s heart of hardness and
comects one’s conduct.

Although the acts of Hajj in their apparent form are all great forms of
worship in Islam and denying them leads one to the state of disbeliel
(Kufr), however in reality, they are all teachers of etiquette (4khlag).

These are acts which train the person performing the Hajj how 1o build
one’s self and aid one in ravelling from the darkness of negative
aftibutes, the darkness of the al-Nafs al-Amdrah, from those of one's
vain and lower desires, and the darkness of sadness, anper and anxiety
of the heart into an ocean of pure light {al-Nir al-Mutlag).

They are acts that take the person by the hand and guide vne from the
station of repentance and vigilance to the station of expelling (all from
the heart).

One goes from this stage to the level of reaching close to Allah 3¢, and
this last act (of the Halg or Tagsir) also makes certain things permitied
{halal) after they were made prohibited (hard@m). Although its apparent
meaning is that those things which were forbidden are now permitted;
however, for the spiritual person, its meaning is that those things which
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were previously not worthy of being committed, are now worthy of
performing. (The manifestation of the Nir af Allah in the heart and the
power over possession in creations (are two of the outcomes of the
ewelfth act of the Hajj) — however, more important than these two is the
power of choice in the tests that one is put through by Allah.)

Twelfth Action: 'The ewelflth act is the Tawdf an-Nisd. Aller
performing the Halg or Tagsir, many things which were forbidden for
the ane performing Hajj now become permitted - except for the use of
perfume and all pleasures one derives from the opposite sex.

The enly way that these two arc made permissible is that after Mina,
ane retums to the House of Allah and performs the Tawaf, Salat of the
Tawif, Sa'ibetween the mountains of al-Safi and al-Marwah, and then
performs the final Tawaf known as ‘l'awaf an-Nisd, such that then
perfume and all sexual relations become permissible for one.

Perhaps one of the secrets behind this is thal no matter what level a
human reaches to in witnessing the manifestation of the greatness of
Allah 3, however, in order to gain authority over one's sexual
instincts, one is still in need of reaching to an even higher station and is
in need of more assistance,

o
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“And certainly she made for him, and he would have made for her were
it ot that he had seen the manifest evidence of his Lord "

In all the examinations that Yusuf the Truthful s went through one
after the other, he came out with passing marks, even when the group

248
Siirah Yiosuf (12), Verse 24
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of women with their apparent beauty, which in reality was their lack of
modesty, tried to seduce him. He replied: *O’ Allah! The prison is
better for me than what these women say!*%?

o v B g Pl R L e W
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"My Lord! The prison is dearer to me, than that to which they invite

me. 30}

However, it was this same Yiisuf & thal even though the status that he
was at and while scormg high marks in his examinations { from Allsh
3}, but when put face to face with his sexual instinets, he showed his
weakness or inability., He said that it was Allah % who saved him, not
himself, and that if He were not there, he would have failed the exam:

ool 0 05T L) Lol 230 B O B
"And i Thou turn not away their device from me, I will yearn towards
them and become {one) of the ignovant, "1

Therefore, in reality there 1s a great lesson for all of us - especially the
youth - in the Tawaf an-Nisa. Ifwe want to remain guarded from the
evils of our sexual instincts, then in addition to controlling them
through the power of intention that we posses and by satisfying them
through the sound and approved Islimic methods, we must also ask for
assislance from Allah 45 and seek help through the religious acts of
pleasure such as Tawat an-Misa.

*? Siirah Yasuf (12), Verse 33
* Surah Yusuf (12), Verse 33
*! Suirah Yusuf (12), Verse 33
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Thiricenth Action: The thirteenth and final act of the Hajj is going to
the city of Madinatul Munawarrak and performing the visitation rites
(Ziyardt) of the Noble Prophet Muham . Fatimah az-Zahra
e and the A'immah @2 that are buried in the graveyard known as
Jannatul Bagi. The performance of the Hajj 1s incomplete without the
Ziyarat ol these noble personalities and can be compared to one holding
firm to the Holy Ger 'dn, but not having belief in the Wildval.

It has been mentioned m the narrations from the Ahl al-Bait ¢+ that
the performance of Zivarat in Madinaml Munawarrah is the actual
completion of the Hajj. As well, in the Holy Qur'an, Tawassul or
seeking help from the Ahl al-Bait 82 has been made compulsory on us:

oo o gr g e B g b nge
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"0 you whe befieve! Be careful of {your dutyto) Alldh and seek a
means of nearness fintermediary) to Him, "%

The best form of secking help or Tawasswl, is the recitation of
supplications (Dud} and seeking forgiveness for one’s sins while inside
the holy sanctuaries of these personalites and this in reality, is
supplicating and asking forgiveness as though in their presence.

The Creator and Maintainer of the Universe will only accept the
supplications and asking of forgiveness with the condition that it be

done in the presence of these holy personalities (the Noble Prophet of
Islam =5 and his Ahl al-Bait g2).

L
™ Strah Al-Maidah (5), Verse 35
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“And had they, when they were unjust to themselves, come o you
(Muhommad) and asked forgiveness of Allah, and had the Messenper

falso) asked forgiveness for them, they would have found Allah Oft-
returning (to mercy), Mereiful ™

Bearing this in mind, we sea from the ahadith of the Ahl al-Bair g2 that
visitation to the graves ol the members of the Ahl al-Bait & has been
emphatically recormnmended,

Fatimah ar-7ahra e had said: “Paradise will become incumbent upon
the person who performs the Zivarat of Rasulullah 5.

In many other ahadith we read that the Zivarat of Prophet
Muhammad 5% is equal to the Ziyarat of Allah % Himselfl

In ome hadith, it has been mentioned that the Noble Prophet
Muhammad 25 told Amir al-Mo'minin ‘Ali &2 (hat

“The praves of the Ahl al-Bait are gardens from Paradise. Allah 42, the
Maintainer of the Universe, has placed the love and yeaming to visit
these graves in the hearts of a select group of His servants and on the
Day of Judgement, they will be at the Fountain-head of Kawthar,
enjoving my special intercession. In Paradise, they will be my
neighbours.

% Siirah an-Nisa (4), Verse 64



I'he reward of performing seventy recommended (mustahab) Hajj is
written for such a person, and after the Ziyarat, one's sins are
completely washed away like one who was just born from one’s

maother,

In Paradise, there is a station for these people such that no one else will
be able to grasp the greatness of it However, there are insignificant
people who make fun of our wvisilors, and these ones are the worst
people of my nation. They will never attain my intercession nor will
they meet me at the Fountain of Kawthar!”

There are a few things that must be observed by that person who has
been graced with the extraordinary honour of visiting the graves of the
Prophet =2 or his Ahl al-Bait ¢

I. They must beaware of whose presence they are in, and know that
their speech, actions, thoughts and even intentions are all presented to
these holy personalities:
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“say: Work: so Allah will see your work and fso will) His Messenger
and the believers, 2%

Thus, one must enter the sacred sanctuary with a pure heart, sincere
intention and observe the proper ehiquette of speaking and acting, It
may be possible that reciting the salutations (Zivarar) in a loud voice
may not be appropniate, nor would speaking with others:

** Surah al-Tawbah (9), Verse 108
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“Do not vaise your volces over the voice of the Prophet!
The eliquette related to sitting and standing must zlso be observed
while in this place - just as one, during the lifetime of these holy
personalitics would sit {and stand), Of course — pressing one's body
against the blessed enclosure (dharih), kissing it and the walls of the
rooms and the sanctudry is an outward show of Jove thal each lover
must perform.

Majnitn has said that the door and walls of the city thar Latla fives in
are kissed by the dog that guards the alley where Laila is and says that
{(he does this because) Lalld is present in this city.

e gy g b S
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2. One must prepare to enter the Sanctuary (Haram/} in order to altain
the spiritual blessings, in other words, to connect onesell spiritually
{with the holy personality).

How beautifully ‘Allamah Majlisi # has said it! He relates, I went to
Najaf al-Ashrafand since 1 did not have spiritual desire to go inside the
Haram for a few days, Ispentmy nights in the sacred courbyard, and
;pcnt my days in the graveyard of Wadi as-Saldm near the Meagdm
{Station) of al-0d'im #g ] practiced religious sell-diseipline until T

35 Siirah al-Hujurst (49), Verse 2
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reached the level of attaining divine inspiration and enlightenment {and

then entered the Haram).”

3. Paying attention to the fact that sins, especially those which are
referred 10 as Hagg al-Nds — the sins which are related to other people -
cause agony o the hearts of the Al al-Bait ¢, In many narrations we
read that the ACimmah g had said that oppression lo our Shi‘ais

equivalent to appressing us.

Thus, if we want lo please the Ahl al-Bait @, then we must make a firm
resolve that we will never turm away from helping and aiding other
Shi'a. We must also make a firm resolve that we will not oppress or
ridicule any of their friends. After making this resolution and asking
forgiveness, we enter their sanctuary.

4, Ome's motivation must be high, and he must not limit himself to
simply asking for things of this world and the next. Rather, these
requests should be left to them {to decide for us):

“Their knowledge of our condition suffices us from our asking (them)”

Further, one’s request and desire must be that their light (nir) should be
graced upon us.

One must rely upon the leadership of the physical world (Wildyah
Takwini) that they posses so that we can be elevated (in status).

One is zhle to reach the level of meeting with Alldh % and complete
annihilation with a few things: Burdg for use in ascending; provisions
and supplies for the road; a guide so as to not get lost and reach the
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appropriate place; and light (Mir) to act as a torch while passing
throuagh the levels of darkness.

TFor a person, the Burdg (stcad) on this trip is one's human prescice,
which is the body. In order toincrease the power of this Burag, the
CJur*an has reconumended us that:

§ Gl o e LY, 5 S0 B e s 4,
"And seck by means of what Allah has given you the future abode, and
do not neglect your portion of this world, "™
One's provisions and supplies for this trip are picty (fegwd) and a soul
that truly fears Alldh 45, which according to the Qurian are the best
supplies fora trp:

§ . AP = '-“-': 237 3

“YAnd make provision, for surely the E?e..ir provision is the guerding of

oneself "’

The light (N@r) which a person must take on this trip, 5o as lo save
himsell oneself from darkness is the Chir’an:

;#’_.-.l_}:'._ﬁ.l:___#:
Qlwqtfg;yﬂ‘;fpiﬁﬂk

“Indeed, there has come to you light and a clear Book from Allah. ol

3 Siirah al-Qasas (28), Verse 77
*! Siirah al-Bagarah (2), Verse 197
3 Siirah al-Ma'idah (5), Verse 15
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The guides to this light (Nar) are the Ahl al-Bait g2, Without them,
there is not asingle creature that can ever reach to perfection, nor can
they reach to the level of connection (with Allah %)

Any person who does not take guidance from them while engaging on
the path of salr wa swlok (Spiritual travel & journey towards Allah),
instead of reaching o a level of connection (with Allah %), will
actually cut off the conpection (with Allih %), and in place of
puidance, will fall into darkness and misguidance.

From the point of wview of the Qur’an, those responsible for guidance
towards this path are the Ahl al-Bait &, During our present time, the
axis of the world of possibility (al-dlam al-imkan), the pivot of the
world of c¢reation, and the intermediary between the unseen and
wilnessed (ghath wa shuhidd) 1s Imam Wali al-* Asr $2E

il o0l adisy B

“dnd We made them Imidms who guided {people) by Our command, "™°

Therefore, Yawassu! is one of the necessities, and the best form of
Tawassul is to visit the sacred graves (Zipdrar) of them (the Ahl al-Bait

gd); and further, if one is fortunate enough, then to be at the service of
Iméam Wali al-*Asr £

Imam ‘Al ibn Musa al-Rida #4 has said that every Imam has an oath
or pledge binding on the neck of every Shi'a and true lover, and the

best way of showing one’s loyalty to this pledge or oath is to visit their
graves.

9
Siirsh al-Anbiva (21), Verse 73
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Any of the Shi‘a that perform the ziyarat of them (the Ahl al-Bait a2)
will receive their intercession on the Day of Judgement; and visiting
their graves will guide one in this world.as well as in the next life,

an






The Third Stage of the Hayj

Third Stage: The third stage 15 going from Makdah and Madinah back
to one’s hometown q\._;l:;'-'n ._1-" [_:,J-'l L )

The responsibilities at this slage are much more difficult than they were
al the first and second level, since 11 18 at this level that one's
responsibilitics become just like those of the Propher of Allah:

\ . oo oo
L B IRON RIS
“Those who convey the messages of Allah. ™"

In the first and second stage, one was busy with self-building, but at
this stage, one must work on building others. Although the act of
enlightening  others is dependant upon self-building, however, this task
is so difficult that the Noble Prophet Muhammad %2 has said:

ﬂL_J_uL_.J”:-_’qu Lh(rﬂHL’E’-IJ u'ia.l }}hn_}wu_.i:ﬂ

“Siirah Hod made my beard white from the point where it was revealed,
'Cantinue then in the right way as you are commanded, as also e who
has turned (to Allah) with you (O Muhammad)' ™"

* Stirah al-Abzah (33), Verse 39
*! Siirah Hud (11), Verse 112
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Self-building has also been mentioned m Surah al-Shiiara where it says:
§ o LS LG P
“Continue then in the right way as you are commanded, ™

However, that which caused the beard of the Prophet 2% to mum white
was the command to build others:
o6, B

s also fe who has turmed towards AHdh with you (0
Mubammad). "

Alter returning from Makkah and Madina, the Hajji must convey that
which he has brought with him (his self-building) to others through his
actions.  His speech, actions, manner and disposition must be an
example for others, and this is truly the best gift that one can bring back
for the rest of the people.

The Hajji must inform others of the importance of Salat by performing
it right when the time sets in, reciting it in the Masjid, in congregation
(Jamd at), and paying attention to the overall importance of it,

Without doubt, that Hijji who is not concerned about the Salat, such
that the tme for it sets in, but one is absorbed in making a living, has
truly not experienced the Hajj. The Qur'an speaks to people like this
and curses them by saving: ‘Curse be on you - you are not a Hajji -
rather, you are not even a Muslim!”

(S
Strah al-Shiard (26), Verse 15
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F,J‘-:- - [ RS e .=;-.-'£--.l'H“JI:-.-.'-I
lél.]_’ﬁ.l-w W:}Lﬁ;rﬁ*rrﬁ;i“;;_i‘mﬂulqﬁ}‘a
5o then woe o those who pray - those of them whe are heedless of
the Salas, 3

Paying attention to all of the acts which are obli gatory { Wagib), namely
paying Khums and those things which are forbidden such as not laking
interest, not taking bribes, not selling less that what one takes mongay
for, not selling things for more than their worth, not to haard or cheat in
business transactions and,., are some one the traits that one must bring
back from the Hajj as gifis.

One must enliven into the hearts of others things such as paying
importance to those acts that are obligatory and staying away from sins,

That Hajji who afier returning from  Hajj stops paying Khums is not
only not regarded as a Hajji, but from the point of the Qur’an, is a
polytheist (Mushrik) and a disheliever (Kdfir):

- o __ A .a:..- - ..-‘._ = g -:’u'.-.-
§ o s 524 By 85 O Y Ll ps U iy B
“dnd woe 1o the polytheists: those who do not give poor-rate and do

not believe in the hereafter."™*

The woman who has just returned from Makkah and Madinah aller the
Hajj must improve her hijab, and make it the same as the hijab of

Fatimah az-Zahri e so that her covering 15 an example and mode! not
only for herself, but also for others.

* Siirah al-Ma'iin (107), Verse 4-5
" :
Sirah al-Fusilat (41), Verse 6-7



That woman who has gone to Makkah but returns without the gift of
the hijab of Fatimah az-Zahra e for others and continues to wear her
hijib in a wrong manner, or does not wear the hijab at all, has trampled
over more than ten verses of the Que’an and her Hajj was nothing more
than troubles to hersell.

Yes! The Muslim man and woman, after completing the Hajj must
through his and her Islamic etiquette - both amongst their household
and amidsl the people - be practical propagators of the faith.

Forgiveness and absolution, dedication and sacrifice should be their
mottoes and others must be able to benefit from these maxims, just as
the Crur'an has repeatedly mentioned:

'gqm.ablmd,a._lauﬂ J.Gﬂ_;‘wuam_,: '-‘--:]P

"Let him who has abundance, spend out of his abundance and whoever
has his means of subsistence straitened to him, let him spend out of that
which Allah has given him. "

The Hajji must be an example for others. How difficult this third level
truly 1s, however the rewards are just as great!

{0 sfufi el

“And whoever keeps (one person) alive, it is as though he kept alive all
af manking, ™6

** Stirah al-Talaq (65), Verse 7
" Stirah al-Ma'idah (5), Verse 32
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The one thing that 2 man and woman who have returned from Hajj
must always keep in mind at the third stage is that the Hajji's
accountability before Allah 3 the Ahl al-Bait ¢¢ and the people 15
much different than that of the accountability that the *common peaple’
have.

For the Hajji, Allsh 45 and the Ahl al-Bait a# open another "book of
accounts’ in the same wa hat the common people look at the one who
has returned from Hajj in a different light.

Prophet Adam s did nothing more than a tark-e-Awld {not performing
something that was better, rather performing something ‘gond ' in its
place), but since he was one ofthe 'chosen” people and this fark af-
Awld was nol appropriate for one with such a holy spinr, thus he was
addressed as such:

£ Ao~ By @ 4 & oo s 5
§ 5 and fSl e B
“Get down from here (You two), one of you being an enemy lo the
other,"V

He was expelled from that high status (Jarmah) to the lower status (this
waorld).

Even with the status and position that Prophet Yiisuf the Truthful
held, and with all the high marks that he scored in his tests, still he
sperit close to len extra years in prison just for seeking help trom other
than Allah 3%

*' Siirah al-Raqarah (2}, Verse 36
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“So then he spent some more years in the prison. 4B

Prophet Yiisuf s« did not commit a sin, since he was immune from
committing  sins  (md s, but it was this  fark-e-dwld that he
performed which was not befitting for one at his status, and thus he was
forced to spend an ten exlra years in prisomn.

There are many more stories like this in the Qur'an that are examples
for the men and women who have returned from Iajj.

If & woman who has returned from Hajj - through her actions and the
way she camries herself or by not wearing the hijab or not observing it
in the proper way, lowers the (value of the) Hajj amongst the people,
then her sin is so great, that it is beyond our comprehension whether
repentance can absolve her (of her sin) or not.

If a2 man, through his etiquette and not staving away from sins.
especially those which are the Hag al-Nis meaning those sins which
are related to the rights of others, or through not paying proper attention
to the Salat, or utter disregard of the Mimbar and Mihrab such that the
people consider what he is domg to be permitted, leads the prople to
think that this Haji has returned from Alidh % however (due to his
actions) the magnificence of the Hajj is removed from their hearts, then
his sin is so great that the Qur'in mentions that it is comparable to
murdering all of humanity;

48 =
Surah Yosuf (12), Verse 42
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* g e i pe B e M
_Ju'L'J'I _J.:.# 1-4.:'15-\.!‘_‘,.&:)%'1 o Shat al el Ladd J.:j_'.._n %:
e g = o F 'r o g f'--" E .-# -'- " "
“Whoever slays a soul, unless it be for manslaughter or for mischief in
the land, it is as though he slew all men; and whoever keeps it alive, it
is as though he kept alive all men. ™"

In the completion of our dizeussion, | would regquest every man and
woman who has been blessed with this great opportunity, and who is
now being addressed with the name '[gjji" that each and every day you
read the above mentioned nohle verse of the Qur'an to yourself, and
remember the meaning of the verse just as Imam Ja'far as-Sadig #24 has
taught it

Make yourself a living example of this noble verse of the Qur’an (the
verse quoted above), continuously repeat it, and say to yourself:

‘I am that person which, from the view point af the e 'an and the
explanation of Imim Ja 'far as-5adig & that if L give life to ang person
through my speech, acts or performance i propagation {uf the
religion), then I am like as that person who has saved the entire
femenity.

However, if through my speech, actions or the way 1 carry myself, !
cause even one person to be lead astray, and have reduced the fworth
of the) Hajj, and reduced the (worth of the) religion in thai person’s
heart, then and | am just like person who has killed all of those in the
waorld. '

49 anirah al-Maidah (5), Verse 32
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I pray o the Maintainer of the Universe for the success of everyvone in
this spiriial and celestial travel (performing the Hajj in its true
essence) under the shadow of the close watch of Imam Wall al-"dsr,
may Allah (SWT) hasten his noble return.

Husain Mazaheri
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Talbiyyah upon wearing the Ihram
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“l1 am present, O’ Allah, I am present. Iam
present, no partners do you have, I am present.
Verily the Praise and Bounties and the
Kingdom is for you, no partners do you have.
I am present, O° High, I am present. I am
present, O’ one who calls towards Heaven, I
am present. I am present O Forgiver of sins, 1
am present. [ am present O’ One who owns
my presence, | am present. Iam present O’
Mighty and Generous, | am present. I am
present O’ You who first created and to whom
all will return, I am present. I am present O’
One who is free from want and to whom all
turn for their needs, [ am present. I am present
O’ who is feared and to whom there is
inclination, I am present. I am present, O’ true
God, I am present. [am present O’ the One
with Grace, Excellence, Goodness and Beauty,
I am present. I am present O’ one who averts
major calamities, I am present. I am present
Your servant and the son of Your servant, I am

present. [ am present O’ Generous, I am
present.”
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Sketch of the Ka‘bah and Sections Related to the Hajn

[1] Hajar al-Aswad [6] Mustajar
[2] Magim Ibrahim [7] Hatwim
[3] Hijr Isma'il [8] Al-Ruknil Aimani
[4] Mizab al-Rahmah [9] Al-Ruknil bragi

[5] Shadharwan [10] Al-Ruknil Shami
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1. The Black Stone:

Start and finish your Tawaf at the Black Stone. The Holy Prophet
% says that he who does Tawaf of the House at noon with his head
bare, bare-foot, making his steps short, closing his eyes
(averlooking, disregarding others) and touching the Black Stone in
every round he makes, without hurling anyone nor cutting short his
praise and glorifying of Allah, will be rewarded for each step he
makes with seventy thousand good deeds. Seventy thousand of his
evils will be wiped off; his rank will be increased by seventy
thousand grades; he will be given the reward as if seventy thousand
slaves, each whase price is ten thousand dirhams were freed on his
behalf; seventy of his family members would be cured of any
sickness, and seventy thousand of his needs would be granted -
sooner or later.

The Holy Prophet T said: “Touch the corner (in which the Black
Stone rests) for it is the right hand of Allah amongst his creation
with which he greets His servants a greeting of a slave (or man). It
will be witness to the loyal.”

It is recommended 1o kiss it, if net possible touch it; and if not
possible then to point at it (make a gesture).

2. Magam-e-Thrakim 2:

Allah 35 savs: “Appoint for yourselves a place for prayer on the
standing-place of Tbrahim." Tt is enough to note that the preference
of this place is symbolized by bearing the name of this great
Prophet. His rank is one of the most perfect due to the fact that he
spent the whole of his life, his family’s and the whole of his wealth

for the sake of Tawhid and keeping firm Allah's signs by building
the Ka‘bah at the centre of His House.
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3. Hijr Ismd i au;

This 1s his (Isma‘il’s) house. He and his mother were huried in
there. Halabi narrates from Imam as-Sadiq & saying: “J asked him
concerning Hijr lsma il and said: You call it the smashed (smasher)
bur it was for Isma 'il's sheep fand goats). His mother was buried in
there and denied access to anyone, for he did not like it to be walked
on." Other Prophets are buried in this place also.

Imém al-Baqir ¢ said: “The place {around) between the Rukn
fecorner) and the Magam is full of graves of Prophets =" Imam
Sadig #w says that seventy prophets were buried between Rukn al-
Aimanmi and Hajar al-Aswad., As such, when at this place, you
should perform the Ziyarat of Ismi‘il a2, his mother and the
prophets &,

It is recommended to put on [hram of Hajj at-Tamaru* at the Hijr
facing Mizah al-Rahmah which is a place of supplication and asking
for Allah’s Mercy.

4. Mizab-e-Raluna:

It is recommended to face the Mizab and supplicate as narrated by
‘Ayyub from Imam Musa ibn Ja'far &2 which can be found in the
various books of supplication related to the Hayj.

5. Shadharwar:
This is the remaining part at the foundation of the House’s wall.

6. Mustajar:

The place which is opposite the Ka'bah is called Mustajar,
Mutawwadh or Multazam. There are many traditions in preference
of the place. Tmam “Ali « says: “Confess in recognition of the sins
you recall at Multazam.”

63



SECRETS OF THE Han

Tt is parrated that he who does this and repents for all his sins, Allah
will definitely forgive him. In one of the books, it is said that at
Multazam, Imam Sadig « used to tell his companions to give him
time that he could confess and disclose his “sins” to his Lord saying
that the place was of a very high spiritual preference.

In another radition it is said that when Prophet Adam «= was at this
place, the Angel Jibrd'il «& told him to disclose his “sins” to the
Lord. Prophet Adam «= did so and his “sins” were forgiven.
Prophet Adam = then asked Him to forgive his son(s) (or his
descendants) for their sins. Allah # answered back saying that He
could only forgive those who went and repented at that spot.

It 15 recommended for one in his seventh round or after Tawaf 1o
spread out his hands, touch, and lel his body and cheek touch the
House and recite the supplications that Imam Sadiq e used to recite
in this place.

7. Harwim:

This is the place between the door of the Holy Ka‘bah and Hajar al-
Aswad, Tt is one of the holy places and it is upon one to ask for
forgiveness at this place. He should pray, supplicate and cling to
the curtains of the Ka'bah for at this place, great and major sins are
completely destroyed and smashed. This is the reason of calling the
place by this name smasher. Tn other traditions it is said that it is
the place where Adam « was forgiven of his sins.

8. al-Rukn al-Aimani:

The place opposite the Black stone behind the House is the one is
called al-Rukn al-Aiméni (the right-hand side corner). There are
many traditions that have been narrated in preference of this place to

L



SECRETS OF THE Han

an extent that perplexes and boggles the mind. The Holy Prophet %

said: "Whenever | come to at this point I find that Jibra il is already
there before me. "

Imam Ja'far #2 said: “The Rukn al-Aimani is our gate to paradise, "
He also said: “In this place, is one of the doors of paradise that has
never been closed since it way opened. There is a river Jrom
paradise in which deeds of the servants are dropped.” He
continued by saying: “There s an angel who has been stationed at
this point since the creation of the heavens and the earth whose duty
is nothing other than to take care of your supplications. As such
one must be careful with what ke is saying. One should make wse of
his presence at this holy place as Possible and showld not waste
time doing things that are of less importance. "

9. al-Rukn al-Irdgi
This comner is named as such since it faces towards Irag — south
east,

1. al-Rukn al-Shami:
It is recommended o touch all the corners according to the narration
trom Jamil bin 8alih that he saw Imam Sadiq = touching them all.

All the same, it is stressed to touch Rukn al-Almani and the comer
where the Black Stone rests. It is understood from traditions that
the Holy Prophet %% used to touch them all. Of course, all this
depends on the fact that you don't disturb other people around you
otherwise the recommended act loses anthenticity and if anything it
could even be haram (forbidden),

The Rukn al-Shargi (Eastern Corner) is where the Black stone resis
while Rukn ash-Shimali (Northern Corner) is the one which comes
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after the Holy Ka‘bah's door before reaching Hijr Isma‘il. 1t is well
known as Rukn al-Iraqi (1t 18 also called Rukn ash-Shami).

Rukn al-Gharbi (Western Corner) is the cne that comes after Hijr
Tsma‘il (also called Ruln ash-Shami). Rukn al-Juntbi (Southern
Corner) is the one that comes before the Black Stone corner (also
known as Rukn al-Aimani).
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Sketch of Jannatul Baqi and the Graves of the Members of the
Family of the Prophet as well as Renowned and Revered
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Sketch of Makkah, Masjd al-Haram and
some of the Surrounding Sites
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